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A Narrative Strategy in “The Book of the Grotesque”

Takashi Noguchi*

Abstract
Sherwood Anderson’s “The Book of the Grotesque” unifies the following stories in Winesburg, Ohio under

the theme of grotesqueness presented in the old writer’s central thought in the story. But the story also

requires the reader to believe in the thought even though it is ambiguous. “The Book of the Grotesque”

achieves this by attributing the ambiguity to the narrator’s inability.
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.. the book was conceived as a unit, knit together,
however loosely, by the idea of the first tale, "The
Book of the

individual sketches which de- rived additional

Grotesque,” and consisting of

power from each other, not . . . a collection of short
stories which can be separated from each other
without loss of effect. (18)
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Smith Anderson, whose keen observations on the

"To the memory of my mother, Emma

life about her first awoke in me the hunger to see
beneath the surface of lives, this book is
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THE TALES AND THE PERSONS
THE BOOK OF THE GROTESQUE

HANDS -- concerning Wing Biddlebaum
PAPER PILLS --
MOTHER -- concerning Elizabeth Willard
THE PHILOSOPHER - concerning Doctor
Parcival
NOBODY KNOWS — concerning Louise Trunnion

concerning Doctor Reefy
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That in the beginning when the world was
young there were a great many thoughts but no
such thing as a truth. Man made the truths
himself and each truth was a composite of a great
many vague thoughts. All about in the world were
the truths and they were all beautiful.

The old man had listed hundreds of the
truths in his book. . . . Hundreds and hundreds
were the truths and they were all beautiful.

And then the people came along. Each as he
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appeared snatched up one of the truths and some
who were quite strong snatched up a dozen of
them.

It was the truths that made the people
grotesques. The old man had quite an elaborate
theory concerning the matter. It was his notion
that the moment one of the people took one of the
truths to himself, called it his truth, and tried to
live his life by it, he became a grotesque and the
truth he embraced became a falsehood. (25-26)
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For some reason they could not have explained
they had both got from their silent evening
together the thing needed. Man or boy, woman or
girl, they had for a moment taken hold of the
thing that makes the mature life of men and
women in the modern world possible. (243)
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You can see for yourself how the old man, who had
spent all of his life writing and was filled with
words, would write hundreds of pages concerning
this matter. The subject would become so big in

his mind that he himself would be in danger of
becoming a grotesque. He didn’t, I suppose, for the
same reason he that he never published the book.
It was the young thing inside him that saved the
old man. (26)

WCHBERRE I H D DD, EOEIEFEN T
HTX7 W7D To LRED BB X DD,
VEZIN T DA Z I L2 T2 EF T THY |
WDOHDENE OWPMEZN T 0T A7\ D Z
DRIV ) ZEIE. FNREE D IEEEITIA]
EEDORWRTHLZ L E2BEXD L BEZP D7
m?lﬁ&kb:ﬂ“f®$J%ﬁﬁb&motﬁ
X, OEMHIRLREEN I [7aT7 277
Aa_omfwxj@ﬁ@Aﬁ%7m727_¢é
BREIZOWTOHRA TG T 572012, o 7=
T AT IRNRIZDUWTOR] BFERRT D T LD eh
STEMNBTHA 9,

TARE, TUEILD [(TaF A7 I AR IZHOW
TOAR] OHIRIL, HHFEOACHEE BN DHD
7208, FNERET HI20DICE LR LTEERE
FOPFIZEELTLE I OTIEARL, ABRZZL
kﬁofﬁﬁé*&ﬁﬁ%éﬁikﬁﬁé;ﬁﬁ%

L BEBRICEES TV O D, LvL, TORE
m@% LDNED Z EMTERV—FT, EIEFHED
RN EAE LT 2 20, Va—V e rn—koD
BHEZODARST- LN ) FHITFEIELTHLH

INEIIHDHT-0, FEY FOEHEEEZMEL, 0
IR S OJFR A 55D FI2Jmd 5 & 9 B A VLT
W5,

I —4 L (Mieke Bal) 2k 5 &, FED ? D
WTOEERXBNIFE Y T3 853 Db 5 WRE OB
N & LT T DME I M TH D (20— 21),
(7aT 27 IR NRIZOWTOR] OFEDFE, B

FEHERANIEED T ChH D, ZDOX A TOFED FiW

FENOF BRI IERIR 72 72 O— AT BB
f%é VFThDH, £o. B0 F=EatTDH
s b s BIEFZ=E LT ONHE Lo
ﬁﬁ%éﬂfmék@ VWO D IO S —
FEY Lo TS, LI TD
OEEW$i%ﬁ%w>%ﬂJ<iﬁ@¢mnﬂ\%@#
Ty FICHEICR > TLDDOPTER D Z L&, 35
NEFSTEDLZ LN TELHOEN, FZ T EF
U< WREHFAIMIN D I T O & FiZmn-TZ 9
FED,

And then, of course, he had known people, many
people, known them in a peculiarly intimate way
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that was different from the way in which you and
I know people. (24)
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He was like a pregnant woman, only that the
thing inside him was not a baby but a youth. No,
it wasn’t a youth, it was a woman, young, and
wearing a coat of mail like a knight. (24)
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