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Ambon’s Political Situation in 2014.

—Conflict, Reconciliation and Tradition—

Yoshiharu Kawano *

Abstract

This paper is a sketch of Ambon’s political situation in Nov. 2014. In this region from 1999 to about 2004,
most of the inhabitants and many strangers were divided into a Moslem and a Christian group and
struggled against each other. As a result, many people were killed and injured, and became refugees. At
present the conflict seems resolved, but many people have strong suspicions against people with the other
faith. So they have many weapons even now. In the last few years, however, non-religious conflicts in the
same religion have happened more often than conflicts between religions. At Saparua island, villagers of
Port and Haria fought against each other, and they are all Christians. There also was a cruel conflict for a
few years among Moslems in Pelau village on Haruku island. Many people of Ambon say that the
tradition of Pela-Gandung was very useful for a reconciliation, but, in practice, there were some cases
where the tradition was not useful for a reconciliation. On Seram island Dec. 2012, Kamarian villages
attacked Huaroi village because Haoroi villagers had attacked Sepa villagers who are Pela partner of

Kamarian..
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