HAREFEADERTFE CHDLIBERIOE
—& % AARFEFLOUIRIE TR EHE L RAKZ L O
SEM T & % A RIFESIHT & FEHIMEE 17—

2 PRESE*

Difterences of Latent Variables between Successful and Non-

successful JSL Learners in the Beginner's Level Final Exam

—A Multi-group Simultaneous Analysis and a Mean Structure Analysis
by SEM (Structural Equation Modeling)—

Yayumi KANAME*

Abstract

This study investigated the differences between successful and non-successful learners on their
latent ability. The data come from six types of examination scores obtained at one JSL school in Japan.
There are 340 participats (successful learners: N=267, non-successful learners: N=73). The simultaneous
analysis model and mean structure analysis model of SEM were used for this analysis. Three latent
variables — language knowledge, comprehension, and output — were derived from six observed variables.
A factorial invariance model which tied core paths was estimated using multi-group simultaneous
analysis. There was any qualitative difference in latent variables between the two groups. But the results
further showed that the non-successful group used knowledge ability inadequately for essay composition,
and it was speculated that this group had problems in correctly discerning what they speak or hear.
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